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Batman stars in 20% 
of DC’s ongoing 
series. A third of the 
titles relate to him, 
whether they feature 
the caped crusader, a 
protégé or a villain.

dc has been a leader in the comic book 
industry for over 80 years. In the fourth 
quarter of 2023, it controlled 23.3% of 
the market, second only to its longtime 
rival, marvel. DC’s characters, particualry 
superman and batman, have remained 
icons in pop culture even to those who 
have never read a comic. From the days of 
four-color printing to now, dc comics 
has had a rich history. Source: ICv2
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“Action comics” #1 introduced 
superman, marking the birth 
of the superhero genre and the 
golden age of comics.

The silver age began with the 
reinvention of the flash, a 
golden age hero. Other heroes 
were reimagined or created with 
a new science fiction angle. 

The bronze age was a period with 
a darker, more realistic tone 
that explored social issues such 
as poverty and addiction after 
content restrictions were lifted.

The story event “crisis on 
infinite earths” redefined 
the universe’s history and 
began the modern age.

“Batman: the dark knight returns” 
by frank miller and “watchmen” by alan 
moore with dave gibbons popularized 
gritty portrayals of superheroes and 
morally complex characters.

The event “Rebirth” 
reinstated characters’ 
previous histories after 
the 2011 reboot was 
deemed too drastic.

With the creation of 
the Fantastic four, 
marvel became a real 
competitor for dc. 

DC increased output to compete with marvel 
in their explosion initiative. after this move 
failed, it became known as the dc implosion. 
many series were canceled and workers fired.

Storylines such as “the death of 
superman” caused a boom in sales. 
Another factor in the sales increase 
is that comics became collectables.

after The story “flashpoint,” Dc 
ended all of its series and 
launched 52 new titles, rewriting 
its characters backgrounds.

The process was done assembly-line 
style with a writer, penciller, 
letterer, inker and color separator. 

the writer detailed the dialogue 
and descriptions of settings, 
actions and characters. 

The penciller sketched based off 
the writer’s script, and the 
letterer filled in the words.
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The inker traced over the sketch 
and determined line width, 
shadows and other details.

The colors were separated into 
Tones of cyan, magenta and 
yellow to create the palette.

These combinations allowed for 
64 shades when layered over each 
other, using various saturations.

The colors were placed over the 
inked key to create the final image. 
this practice continued until the 
switch to digital coloring in the ‘80s.


